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CINCSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 12356: DECL :OADC 
TAGS: PGOV, PINS, SOCI, VE 

SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO THE DEFENSE MINISTER'S STATEMENT 
ON NEED FOR A NATIONAL ACCORD TO STEM VIOLENCE 

REF(S) : (A) CARACAS 12544; (B) CARACAS 12388 

1. C - ENTIRE TEXT 

2. SUMMARY: MINISTER OF DEFENSE FERNANDO OCHOA ANTICH, 
IN A PRESS INTERVIEW, SAID THE COUNTRY NEEDS A "NATIONAL 
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ACCORD" IF IT WANTS TO AVOID CONTINUED VIOLENCE. WE 
THINK THERE IS LESS HERE THAN MEETS THE EYE, ALTHOUGH IT 
IS A BIT UNUSUAL FOR A GENERAL TO COMMENT EVEN 
INDIRECTLY ON POLITICS. REACTION TO THE MINISTER'S 
STATEMENT HAS BEEN SUPPORTIVE. END SUMMARY 

3. MINISTER OF DEFENSE GENERAL OCHOA ANTICH, IN AN 
INTERVIEW PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 24, SAID THAT "THERE IS NO 
DOUBT THAT VENEZUELA IS GOING THROUGH A COMPLEX 
POLITICAL SITUATION AND WE ARE ON THE BRINK OF VIOLENCE 
IF NO NATIONAL AGREEMENT IS REACHED . " THE GENERAL'S 
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STATEMENT (REF A) RESULTED IN NUMEROUS COMMENTS, ALL OF 
THEM SUPPORTIVE. 

4. THE SENTENCE QUOTED ABOVE, WHICH WAS PICKED UP BY 
THE PRESS AND COMMENTATORS, WAS A FOLLOW-UP ANSWER TO A 
PREVIOUS QUESTION TO THE GENERAL: "HOW CAN WE SOLVE THE 
CRISIS IN THE COUNTRY? " TO WHICH THE GENERAL REPLIED: 

- "THE ONLY WAY TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM THAT VENEZUELA 
IS PRESENTLY (EXPERIENCING) , IS THROUGH A NATIONAL 
ACCORD, WHERE ALL (SOCIAL) SECTORS, INCLUDING THE ARMED 
FORCES, SACRIFICE THEMSELVES SO AS TO FIND A NEW WAY FOR 
THE COUNTRY. I THINK THAT AT TIMES IN A CRISIS LIKE WE 
ARE LIVING NOW WE (TEND TO) BLAME OURSELVES TOO MUCH, 
FOR AS I SAID, SOCIETIES TEND (TO GO THROUGH) CYCLICAL 
PROCESSES. WE HAVE OBTAINED DURING THESE LAST 35 YEARS 
A CERTAIN NUMBER OF SUCCESSES AND WE HAVE COMMITTED A 
CERTAIN NUMBER OF ERRORS. THE POLITICAL REGIME AND THE 
PACT OF 1958 HAS COME TO AN END AND IT IS (NOW) 
NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH A NEW SYSTEM, A NEW STRUCTURE, A 
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NEW NATIONAL ACCORD. AND WHY DON'T WE VENEZUELANS HAVE 
THE CAPACITY TO DO THIS NOW WHEN WE DID IT IN 1958? I 
AM SURE THAT WITH ALL THE NATIONAL SECTORS 
(PARTICIPATING) WE CAN DO THIS, AND, I AM SURE THAT ALL 
THE NATIONAL SECTORS WILL COLLABORATE TO REACH THIS 
NATIONAL AGREEMENT." 



5 . RESPONSE TO HIS REMARKS 



WAS BY AND LARGE SUPPORTIVE: 

-- FORMER PRESIDENT LUIS HERRERA CAMPINS RESPONDED THAT 
"THE FIRST ACCORD THAT VENEZUELA IS WAITING FOR IS THAT 
BETWEEN PRESIDENT PEREZ AND HIS PARTY ACCION DEMOCRAT I CA 
(AD)." ACCORDING TO HERRERA, THE "POLITICAL BASIS OF 
THE GOVERNMENT " MUST BE THE PRESIDENT'S OWN POLITICAL 
PARTY. WITHOUT THIS "THERE IS NO STABILITY, THERE IS NO 
PERMANENT RELATIONSHIP." 

— AD SENATOR RAMON J. VELASQUEZ SAID OCHOA'S STATEMENT 
WAS "VERY USEFUL," AND "REFLECTS THE POSITION OF THE 
ARMED FORCES." ACCORDING TO THE SENATOR, A NATIONAL 
ACCORD DOES NOT NECESSARILY IMPLY MINISTERIAL 
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ALLOCATIONS, BUT RATHER "AN UNDERSTANDING IN REGARD TO 
THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS OF THE COUNTRY AND THE WAYS TO 
RESOLVE THEM." HE STATED THAT THE BASIC PROBLEM IS 
SOCIAL, AND THAT VIOLENCE IS POSSIBLE IF THE GAP BETWEEN 
THE POOR AND THE RICH CONTINUES TO GROW. 

— SENATOR POMPEYO MARQUE Z OF THE MOVEMENT TOWARDS 
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SOCIALISM (MAS), VENEZUELA'S THIRD LARGEST PARTY, SAID 
THAT OCHOA'S STATEMENT IS "SINCERE, THAT IT SHOWS A REAL 
PREOCCUPATION FOR THE COUNTRY AND IT COINCIDES WITH THE 
POSITIONS THAT OTHERS HAVE MADE." POMPEYE SAID THAT MAS 
ON NOVEMBER 25 MET WITH (UNNAMED) PARTY LEADERS OF BOTH 
AD AND COPE I "TO ANALYZE THE SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY 
AND FIND (COMMON) SOLUTIONS." HOWEVER, MARQUE Z 
CRITICIZED AN EARLIER SUGGESTION BY GUSTAVO TARRE 
BRICENO OF COPEI FOR MINISTERIAL CHANGES, CALLING IT 
"THE TRADITIONAL RESPONSE" FOR RESOLVING SOCIAL AND 
POLITICAL TENSIONS. AT THIS MOMENT VENEZUELA, REQUIRES 
MORE THAN JUST A CHANGE OF MINISTERS, SAID MARQUEZ. 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNNN 



CONFIDENTIAL 



PAGE 01 CARACA 12621 02 OF 02 271646Z 
ACTION ARA-01 

INFO LOG-00 AMAD-01 CIAE-00 DODE-00 HA-09 H-01 INRE-00 

INR-01 L-03 ADS-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OMB-01 PA-01 

PM-01 PRS-01 P-01 SDEL-01 SNP-01 SP-01 SS-01 

TRSE-00 T-01 USIE-00 /026W 

B10CFD 271700Z /38 

P 271645Z NOV 91 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6446 

INFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

AMEMBASSY LIMA 

USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PM 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OF 02 CARACAS 12621 



CINCSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 12356: DECL : OADC 
TAGS: PGOV, PINS, SOCI, VE 

SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO THE DEFENSE MINISTER'S STATEMENT 

6. COMMENT: IT IS QUITE UNUSUAL FOR MILITARY OFFICERS 
TO MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENTS REGARDING THE VENEZUELAN 
POLITICAL SCENE. WE THIN K THERE IS LESS THAN MEETS THE 
EYE TO OCHOA'S STATEMENT. \ 
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GENERAL OCHOA ON NOVEMBER 19 ENERGETICALLY REJECTED THE 
IDEA OF A COUP D'ETAT IN VENEZUELA. SKOL 
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